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Our Mission

Each pupil is seen by The Leicester Islamic Academy as being of equal worth and 
deserving of the schools best efforts. The school as a whole is committed to 
excellence. All members are encouraged to realize their full potential and worth in 
order to take their place as responsible and contributing members of the wide 
society.

The Foundation Stage Vision

“We believe that childhood is a time of play, and through play we discover the  
excitement of learning, the rewards of achievements and acquire our life skills.  
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The nursery with its bright, colourful, noisy, well planned, busy environment  
encourages the children in the development of skills, attitudes and understanding  
that will help them to live full, satisfying lives and become confident, useful, active  
members of a diverse constantly changing society.”

Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage
(QCA 2000)

We aim to provide:

• A secure, safe, supportive and stimulating environment
• Opportunities for everyone to achieve their full potential
• Opportunities to develop a sense of achievement built on success
• Opportunities to develop confidence and self esteem
• A secure Islamic foundation

Parents in Partnership at school and at home

”Parents are childrens first and most enduring educators. When parents and  
practitioners work together in early years settings,the results have a positive  
impact on children’s development and learning.’’
(Practice Guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage)

This booklet is to welcome you to our Foundation Stage (F1) at the Leicester 
Islamic Academy. We firmly believe that learning does not just occur in school. We 
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believe that by working in partnership with parents we can offer the best possible 
provision for our children. We like to keep our parents informed about the topics 
we are covering by sending weekly and termly news letters and also ask to 
reinforce learning at home eg. recognizing colours/shapes, collecting objects or 
finding certain information at home.
Some ways in which our parents can take part in making our nursery a welcoming 
and stimulating place for children and parents are:

• By exchanging knowledge about their children’s needs, activities, interests and 
progress with staff

• By helping at sessions of the nursery
• By sharing their own interests with the children 
• By helping to provide, make and look after equipment and materials used in the 

children’s play activities
• By joining in community activities in which the setting takes part
• By building friendships with other parents 

Parents of children in the F1 receive a school report twice a year, which reports 
Communication, Literacy, and Language Development, Mathematical development, 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development, and other curriculum experiences 
covered. We also hold a parent’s meeting once a year where parents have the 
opportunity to discuss their child’s progress in all areas of development. In 
addition, parents are encouraged to communicate with teaching staff about 
concerns and successes on an informal, daily basis throughout the year.

At Home

We encourage parents to share books with their child at home, talking about the 
pictures, and also to join in with stories and rhymes that they may know. 
Occasionally children are issued with play packs to share with parents, carers, 
brothers and sisters.

Settling in
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We want our child to feel happy and safe with us. To make sure this is the case, 
the staff will work with you to decide on how to help your child to settle into F1. 
We feel it is unwise to stay with your child for too long as this only prolongs the 
settling in period. Please try to help us by encouraging your child after a day or two 
to stay on their own.  F1 has a settling in policy about helping children to settle in 
and a copy is enclosed in this prospectus.
We would really appreciate if you could fully potty train your child before they join 
us, however, we are equipped to deal with occasional accidents.
In the F1, children are admitted a few at a time to make the transition from home 
to school easier. Therefore your child has been allocated the day below to begin 
school. Please ensure you come with your child on that day to allow the teacher, 
child and you to get to know each other. 

Your child ______________________ will start our F1 on
______________________________ at 

Please note F1 session times are as follows:

Morning session:         Start:  
                                      End: 

Afternoon session:     Start: 
                                     End: 
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We would like all parents to wait with their children by the F1 entrance until the 
session starts and pick them up promptly at the end of the session for safety 
reasons and to avoid upset at the end of a busy day.

Nursery Snack Time

The whole school follows a healthy eating policy and in the F1, we provide a 
selection of fruits and vegetables for children to choose from daily and milk at 
snack time. Drinking water is available at all times and easily accessible for the 
children.

Clothing

We would like all children in F1 to wear grey sweatshirts and grey jogging bottoms 
and sensible slip on shoes. We have found children to struggle with jubbas and 
dresses in the past. All children must have labelled plimsolls to change into when 
they come into the classroom, due to health and safety reasons. Our school policy 
is to ask children not to wear jewellery to avoid accidents and any upsets if the 
item becomes lost or damaged. Stud earrings are permitted. 

Absence

Please send a note in advance to the class teacher if you know that your child has 
an appointment. If your child is absent, we require a letter to inform us of the 
reason of absence, on their return to school.
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Holiday during term time

The school policy states that children are not permitted to take more than ten 
days off school during term time, without a valid reason. In such circumstances, we 
require a letter stating the reasons for the required absence in advance, which will 
then be authorized by our primary head, Mrs. Shakir.

Learning and Teaching in the Foundation Stage

“The early years are critical in children’s development; children develop rapidly  
during this time – physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. The foundation  
stage is about developing key learning skills such as listening, speaking,  
concentration, persistence and learning to work together with other children. It is  
also about developing early communication, literacy and numeracy skills that will  
prepare young children for the next stage in the curriculum”
(Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage QCA 2000)

Children start to learn about the world around them from the moment they are 
born. The care and education offered in F1 helps children to continue to do this by 
providing all of the children with interesting activities that are appropriate for 
their age and stage of development, and all the time being taught the values of 
Islam. We follow the Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage document, 
published by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority and The Department of 
Education and Skills. 
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The children follow the Stepping Stones to learning eventually reaching the Early 
Learning Goals. We believe that children are entitled to a Foundation Curriculum 
that provides a wealth of rich, stimulating and multi sensory experiences, 
accounting for the diversity of learning styles. Through adult input, directed 
activities, structured and child initiated play; we aim to challenge and motivate 
children into taking their own learning forward.

The guidance we follow divides the children’s learning into six areas:
1. Personal, social and emotional development

• Establishing relationships, rules and routines
• Independent skills
• Developing an awareness of themselves and others
• Concentration and confidence

2. Communication, language and literacy development
• Speaking effectively and confidently when communicating
• Developing a wider vocabulary
• Listening to one another, stories and rhymes
• Developing early writing skills
• Getting to know sounds of letters
• Listening to – and talking about – stories
• Knowing how to handle and use books

3. Mathematical development
• Counting, writing and recognizing numbers
• Understanding language such as ‘more’, ‘less’, ‘big’, ‘small’, ‘under’, ‘above’, 

‘heavier’, ‘lighter’
• Recognising and describing everyday shapes or patterns
• Using mathematical understanding to solve everyday practical problems

4. Knowledge and understanding of the world
• Exploring objects, materials, events and living things
• Building and constructing
• Using ICT
• Investigating the past
• Investigating cultural beliefs

5. Physical development
• Moving with confidence, control, coordination and safety in an 

appropriate space
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• Using large and small equipment
• Learning about being healthy and how exercise affects the body
• Using tools and equipment with control

6. Creative development
• Singing songs, recognizing, repeating and making sounds
• Exploring colour, texture and shape
• Responding to experiences
• Using imagination
• Expressing and communicating ideas

Religious Studies

In the nursery, the children are taught the basic values of Islam and how to 
respect other cultures and beliefs in the wider society.

Differentiation

We aim to provide for all the children, including the gifted and the slow learner. 
Children are continually monitored through informal assessments and observations 
and given appropriate support and extension through structured activities and play 
intervention. Play is differentiated by outcome throughout the year. In doing so we 
aim to help each child to become balanced, happy and socially competent, and have 
a responsible attitude towards others and the environment.

Foundation Stage Assessment

“Practitioners use observations and assessments of each child’s achievement,  
interests, and learning styles to identify learning priorities, and match to the  
expectations of the Stepping Stones and Early Learning Goals”
(Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage QCA 2000)

Throughout the Foundation Stage the teachers are continually informally 
assessing children. Records are kept in the form of tick sheets and detailed 
observations, which are worked into the weekly planning and also carried out 
spontaneously. All evidence is collected in assessment files and pupil’s own 
portfolios held within the classroom. Assessment information is monitored and 
shared by all the nursery teachers. Informed judgments are made based upon our 
ongoing assessments. Next step targets are then planned which form the base of 
future planning. Diagnostic tests and observations to support children with Special 
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Educational Needs are carried out by the Special Educational Needs Coordinator 
(Mrs. Suleman) and other relevant outside agencies.

Ongoing achievements and targets are continually shared with the children 
verbally and recorded on personal target sheets. These are reviewed on a regular 
basis and achievements celebrated with certificates, stickers, stamps and stars on 
special star charts within the classroom for all to see. 

Monitoring and Evaluating Learning and Teaching

The Foundation Stage teachers evaluate each day, week and topic, formally and 
informally. Comments are stored in our planning file and are used to inform future 
planning. The team meets regularly to monitor, evaluate and improve provision. 
Issues of concern are discussed and points for development noted and addressed. 
Planning and assessment are carefully monitored by Mrs. Shakir to ensure 
continuity and progression.

The Learning Environment

“Being successful and feeling confident and secure are major factors in protecting  
children against early failure”
(Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage, QCA 2000)

Confidence, independence and a positive disposition to learning are fundamental 
elements underpinning the Foundation Stage curriculum and are provided through a 
learning environment where children feel safe and secure. A positive and 
successful learning environment is achieved in our nursery by:

• Introducing and establishing a routine that the children are aware of and feel 
secure

• Promoting positive attitudes through modeling learning and behaviour whilst 
establishing acceptable standards and constructive relationships with children 
and parents

• Follow the whole school Behaviour Policy and learning the ‘Golden Rules’ to feel 
accepted in the whole school community

• Display work which reflects the work and achievements of ALL children. 
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• Developing a rich, stimulating environment, indoors and outdoors where children 
feel excited and motivated to learn.

• Providing easily accessible resources which children are encouraged to choose 
independently

• Maintaining learning resources in clearly labeled, child friendly storage
• Encouraging children to tidy and make choices for themselves ( as 

developmentally appropriate)

• Establishing a ‘have a go’ culture where children feel confident to try out new 
activities and make mistakes

• Planning opportunities for children to be supported in their learning until they 
feel ready to try independently.

Play in the Foundation Stage

“Well planned play, both indoors and outdoors is a key way in which children learn  
with enjoyment and challenge”
(Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage, QCA 2000)

Play helps young children to learn and develop through doing and taking, which 
research has shown to be the means by which young children think. Our nursery 
uses the stepping stones to plan and provide a range of play activities which help 
children to make progress in each of the areas of development. We ensure that our 
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play experiences are fully inclusive and cater for the needs of ALL. Teachers 
constantly evaluate play to discover what interests the children most. As 
individuals learn in different ways, we continually reflect to provide the most 
appropriate learning opportunities through play.
In accordance to the Foundation Stage Curriculum Guidance (QCA 2000), the 
children have ongoing access to outdoor areas throughout the year – come rain or 
shine! Teachers work with the children indoors and outdoors providing the children 
with the space they need for certain activities that are not possible indoors.

The Local Community and us

We use the opportunities offered by the local community in the following ways:

• Visiting local parks, the library and shops etc linked with learning topics covered
• People in the locality who come to talk to the children (police, fire, nurses, local 

charities etc)

Nursery Staff
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The staff who work in our nursery are: 

NAME JOB TITLE QUALIFICATIONS/EXPERIENCE
Mrs. T Mohamed Nursery Teacher NVQ 2/3
Mrs. S Adam Nursery Teacher NVQ 2/3
Miss Neelam Nursery Teacher Diploma in Early Years

Our Daily Routine

8.30am/12.00pm   -   Welcome children into the nursery, remove coats, 
                                       change shoes, registration, daily prayers, ‘body 
                                       shake’ and stretch routine.

9.00am/12.30pm   -   The day’s activities commence – 1 structured 
                                       activity at the table, the rest of the areas open for 
                                       child initiated play
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10.00am/1.30pm   -   Tidy up time

10.15am/1.45pm   -   Snack time

10.35am/2.05pm   -   Home time routine – change shoes, wear coats,
                                       stories and rhymes

11.00am/2.30pm   -   Home time

Principles for the Early Years Education
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(As provided by the Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage, QCA2000)

• Effective education requires both a relevant curriculum and practitioners who 
understand and are able to implement the curriculum requirements.

• Effective education requires practitioners who understand that children 
develop rapidly during the Early Years – physically, intellectually, emotionally 
and socially.

• Practitioners should ensure that ALL children feel included, secure and valued.
• Early Years experience should build on what children already know and can do.
• No child should be excluded and disadvantaged.
• Parents and practitioners should work together.
• To be effective an Early Years curriculum should be carefully structured.
• There should be opportunities for children to engage in activities planned by 

adults and also those that they plan and initiate themselves.
• Practitioners must be able to observe and respond appropriately to children.
• Well-planned, purposeful activity and appropriate intervention by practitioners 

will engage children in the learning process.
• For children to have rich and stimulating experiences, the learning environment 

should be well planned and well organized.
• Effective learning and development for young children requires high quality 

care and education by practitioners.
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